
 

  
 

 

 

 
As I sit down to write the summer newsletter and 

reflect on the school year, I can’t help but wonder 

where the last 12 months have gone. We have shared 

a journey through some very strange times and it 

finally feels as though the future looks brighter and 

more certain.  Despite the challenges that the year has 

thrown at us, there continues to be wonderful things 

happening across our Learning Community.   

We would like to say a final goodbye to our fantastic 

Year 11s, who have shown great courage and 

resilience in making it 

through a stressful end 

to their Springwell 

career.  They are now 

facing the next phase of 

their journey, moving on 

to college or 

apprenticeships.  We 

wish them the very best 

of luck.  It has been a pleasure to work with them. 

It is important to applaud the amazing staff across 

both our academies who have worked with such care, 

commitment and passion to support our children and 

young people and make a difference to our whole 

school community throughout the pandemic.  Thank 

you!   

As many of you will be aware, after 16 years at 

Springwell, I will be moving on in September to take 

up a new role within our Trust.  I have loved being at 

Springwell, first as a teacher, then deputy head and  

 

 

 

 

 

finally as Head of School and I am immensely proud of 

the school and its wonderful achievements.  

Springwell has always been and will continue to be a 

very special place and my heart is full of fond 

memories. 

It gives me great pleasure to announce the 

appointment of Lydia Harrison as Head of School at 

Springwell Learning Community.  Lydia brings a wealth 

of experience from both SEMH and Alternative 

settings and I very much look forward to teaming up 

with her to ensure a smooth and successful handover.  

I know that you will give Lydia a warm welcome. 

I would like to finish by thanking you all for your 

superb support, your patience and most importantly 

for the confidence you have shown in the school 

throughout the year. This has made a challenging 

period much more manageable.  

Please continue to take care and ensure you enjoy the 

summer holidays.  Regardless of where you go or what 

you decide to do, I hope you enjoy time relaxing with 

loved ones. 

Warmest regards 

Danny Ross 
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Our Springwell Values 

 

 

 

 

 

 

K I N D N E S S     C O U R A G E    C U R I O S I T Y    P R I D E 

 

 

 

 

 

At Springwell our values are really important to us. We want them to 

be at the heart of everything we do. Scan the QR code to hear about 

how we live and breathe our values. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Book Club Interview – Mr Oates 

What is your favourite book and why?  

Reading can be brilliant! You can soon fall in love with the knowledge, 

journeys and feelings you get from reading; experiences you just 

cannot find in the same way through film, TV or even music. So, 

picking just one top read is quite difficult. If I have to pick just one, it 

would have to be 'mad, bad and dangerous to know'. The 

autobiography of one of my heroes...  Ranulph Fiennes. 

What inspired you to read the book?  

Ranulph is a former soldier, record breaking explorer, adventurer and 

charity fundraiser He even cut off his own finger to save it from 

frostbite! Knowing that about him, I was keen to learn about his 

childhood, early experiences and school life that shaped him into 

someone with the grit, determination and ability to be the adult he 

became. I think knowing more about someone you admire, or respect 

allows you to draw from their life, their experiences or their advice 

and build that into your own. Ranulph certainly is an 

exceptional human being that we can all take inspiration from.  

What is your favourite character and why?  

Richard Sharp from Bernard Cornwell's Sharpe novel series. 

I love the historical context but also how Sharp leads through courage 

and example, although not always with success, he keeps going and 

keeps learning.  

What is your favourite genre?  

I really like fact based books, so, true stories and autobiographies are 

my go to reads. Learning about a period of time, historical events or 

how someone's life evolved is fascinating.  

Who would play you in the film of your life?  

If my double (Brad Pitt) was booked and unable to take the role it 

would have to be Jason Statham as we have a similar hairline! 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DEARNE AA 

It has been an amazing and continued effort from all year 11 students at Dearne 

AA. Their resilience to this difficult school year and changes to how exams and 

assessments would be carried out has been outstanding. The positivity and 

willingness to succeed in each assessment has hugely impressed all their staff. We 

have been able to focus on assessments and have a good mix of other activities to 

engage with and relax. PE sessions have always been competitive and played in 

great spirits whether it was Tyler smashing the high jump, Kierron and Porscha 

winning at badminton or Luke with superb javelin technique. DofE biking sessions 

have been well planned out by students and the welcoming atmosphere they 

create has helped some new starters settle and find their feet. Well done to you 

all and good luck to our year 11 leavers! 

 

The day you all thought you were waiting for, and still will be in some cases.  However, 
we have seen so many young people absolutely heartbroken that their school years 
have come to an end.  Some of you have been with us for such a long time, some right 
the way through from primary others not so long.  What we do hope for you all, is that 
from your time at Springwell Learning Community you are leaving with lots of fond 
memories, lots of laughs, many qualifications and more importantly a feeling that you 
are ready to take the next step in your lives.    

The final year of your education has been very difficult, many new rules to get used to, 
whilst still working towards your deserved grades in GCSES.  The mini assessments were 
not easy but you all overcome those difficulties and showed us what pure determination 
and resilience you are all made of, we couldn’t be prouder of you!!   

Many of you have enrolled onto college courses, starting training or starting your 
chosen career, now is your chance to show the world that you have the knowledge    
and skills to succeed, we know you can do it.   

We hope to see many of you at the GCSE results day where you will find out your final 
grades for this year.  If not then here are our wishes of good luck for all your choices and 
futures, you deserve the best, never give up Class of 2021. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUTDOOR EDUCATION 

Outdoor education at Springwell has provided a new and engaging way of learning. It has helped many 
of our pupils to develop a more positive attitude to gaining new practical skills. They have grown in 
confidence which has resulted in great social skills and togetherness. It has been a joy to watch our 
pupils develop during outdoor activities such as den building, survival skills, mountain biking and putting 
in the hard work at our brilliant allotment. Some of our primary pupils have also had the opportunity to 
meet park rangers and take part in many activities such as pond dipping. We have lots of fun with 
outdoor learning and look forward to seeing our pupils continuing to make progress in the subject. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD 

This year at Springwell, students in key stage 4 have been working towards their Bronze 

DofE Award. 

The Award recognises individual commitment and progress in 3 sections- physical activity, 

skills and volunteering. In addition to this, students have been offered the opportunity to 

take part in a Covid-adjusted 2 day expedition. 

Y11 were the first to complete their expedition, 2 days of amazing teamwork and dedication 

from 5 students, who cycled 24 miles of the Trans-Pennine Trail. The group demonstrated 

an excellent sense of adventure while looking out for each other and keeping close together 

as a group.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Highfields key stage 4 embarked on their expedition by foot, each and every student worked hard and pushed 

themselves through the days despite the incredibly hot weather. Joe has written an incredible recount, we are 

unfortunately unable to include all 9 pages, hopefully this small excerpt gives everyone a taster: 

 

 

 

 

 

“After the farm (J. was very sad to leave the horses) we walked through 

some lovely green fields, and it looked like Windows XP on all sides. In case 

you are unfamiliar with the nostalgic operating system from the 2000s, or 

just don’t get it, here’s a picture of its default desktop wallpaper…” 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, our expeditions concluded with a team of 4 from Darton. As with 

the other groups they demonstrated great personal qualities as a group, 

but a skill particularly noteworthy was their cooking and food prep. 

Everyone took on different roles and shared the responsibilities, where  

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, our expeditions concluded with a team of 4 from Darton. As with the 

other groups they demonstrated great personal qualities as a group, but a skill 

particularly noteworthy was their cooking and food prep. Everyone took on 

different roles and shared the responsibilities, where students were unsure, the 

more confident students guided them. We had bacon for breakfast, cheese and 

ham sandwiches for lunch and the best chicken, rice and cheese wraps for 

dinner. 

It’s been an absolute pleasure supporting these students through their award, 

and I’m really pleased to say that this year, despite the challenges faced 

through the pandemic, 20 students will be receiving at least one certificate for 

their commitment, of these one student will get a certificate of achievement 

for completing his physical, volunteering and skills sections and one student will 

be getting his full award for completing these three sections and his qualifying 

expedition.  

I’m looking forward to September and the adventures the Duke of Edinburgh 

Award will bring. Massive well done to all involved. 

 

 

 

 

 

students were unsure, the more confident students guided them. We had bacon for breakfast, cheese and ham 

sandwiches for lunch and the best chicken, rice and cheese wraps for dinner. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


