
 

  
 

 

 

 
‘Remember to look up at the stars, not down at your 

feet.’  This quote from the late Stephen Hawking sums 

up the attitude at Springwell.  Every day presents a 

new possibility and by taking small steps each day, 

over the years, our pupils can climb mountains.  That 

is exactly what our young people in both academies 

have done who sat their GCSEs this summer and we 

are proud of their resilience in making it through this 

stressful time.  They are now 

facing the next phase of 

their life journey, moving on 

to college or apprenticeships 

and we wish them all the 

best of luck.  Thank you to 

our Neets Support Advisor 

Tracy Moxon-Waddell for 

weaving her magic in 

supporting the year 11s to 

secure their Post 16 

placements.  Congratulations also to those year 6 

pupils who sat their Standard Assessment Tests in 

May.  They all approached these challenging tests with 

maturity and focus and whatever the outcomes we 

are proud of their ability to regulate themselves 

during a challenging week.  Thank you to Kate Reid 

and Dan Morris and the support staff for preparing 

them so well. 

Highlights from the summer term include the annual 
Shakespeare Festival, ‘Julius Caesar’, which was a 
stunning performance, involving over 20 pupils from 
primary and key stage 3.  Refugee Week was marked 
with a ‘Refu-tea’ morning, with a café in the heart 
space to raise funds for our local refugees - our charity 
focus for this year.   
 
 

 
 
 

 
Pupils have further contributed to our local community 
through a range of projects on ‘Community Day’ 
ranging from singing at a Senior Citizens’ home to 
baking for the homeless.   Sports Day in both academies 
was a knockout – with smiles all round from staff and 
pupils alike.  Finally, our Careers morning this year was 
bigger and better than ever, enabling pupils in key 
stages 3 and 4 the chance to meet different providers 
and think about planning for their positive futures. 
 
Reflecting back over the year there are so many 
experiences to celebrate.  It is important to applaud all 
the amazing staff across both academies who work 
with such commitment with our children and young 
people and Springwell is indebted to them for their 
outstanding work.  Thank you to all of you parents and 
carers for joining the Springwell family and working in 
partnership with us to provide the best support and 
education for your children.   
We hope that on the final Family Learning Day of the 

year, you can take 

the opportunity to 

share your thoughts 

about the school by 

completing the 

parental survey.  We 

value your feedback 

and welcome any 

feedback to make 

Springwell an even 

better place to learn.   

May I take this opportunity to thank you for all your 

support this year and I wish you all a wonderful 

summer break. Fingers crossed this fine weather 

continues! 
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A Parent/Carer Council is a body of parent, representing parents, run by parents with the support of the 

school.  Parent/Carers Councils can provide an excellent forum for parents to come together, share ideas, 

and put forward their views to the head teacher and governing body of their school. They can break down 

barriers, perceived or actual, between the school and parents who are less involved in the school.  

We are on the lookout for parents/carers who are interested in coming along to make a difference. Your 

views are important to us and the more parents/carers that we have involved the better. If you want to share 

your ideas please contact our Parent Support Advisor, Vicky Fieldhouse. It would be great to see you! 

 

Sensory Interventions at Springwell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our senses provide us with a means of understanding and interacting with the world 

around us. 

 

Some people, like many of the pupils at Springwell, have difficulties processing the 

sensory input their brains receive. This can be a particular difficulty for pupils on the 

autistic spectrum, people with certain learning difficulties and for those who may have 

experienced the world in different ways. Sometimes this can look like challenging 

behaviour. However with carefully planned activities and a personalised sensory diet, 

people with sensory processing difficulties can learn to manage how they react to 

certain sensory stimulus. Addressing sensory issues could result in increased 

engagement with the curriculum and therefore improved learning experiences; along 

with greater opportunities for engagement in both school and non-school activities.  

 

 

 

 

 

To support our young people to learn to recognise how their bodies respond to the 

sensory information they receive and equip them with strategies to help them to 

stay regulated, even when under stress. 

To provide an adapted environment and personalised teaching programme that 

addresses individuals' sensory needs and requirements in order to impact 

positively on their health, wellbeing and ability to access further learning. 

 

 

 

 

Our Aims… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To help regulate their sensory systems, the young people at Springwell engage in a 

variety of activities, using the specialised equipment to either alert or calm their 

sensory system.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We had a fantastic time celebrating the Royal wedding! The whole of 
Primary came together for a special wedding breakfast to celebrate 
the marriage of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle. Thank you to everyone 
who sent in food and party items. 
 
All of the staff were so proud of how the pupils managed their behaviour at 
this exciting event, even though it was a change to our normal routine. 
Well done everyone! 
 

On Thursday 6th June, Michael Staley and Tracy 

Moxon-Waddell were privileged to be invited to 

Barnsley College to watch one of our ex-students, 

Shaun Dunbar, collect an award for his exceptional 

progress. Shaun was also awarded with the ‘Overall 

Student of the Year’ across the music, media and 

performing arts departments. Shaun has produced an 

incredible video about  

 
Alzheimer’s which was based 

on his own experience. The 

video was absolutely stunning 

and will be used by Barnsley 

Hospital when training new 

staff. We are all incredibly 

proud of what Shaun has 

achieved and we look forward 

to seeing where his journey 

will lead. Well done Shaun. 

This term we have seen a 
number of our students 
return to a mainstream 
education. Pupils continue to 
work incredibly hard with 
staff across all of our  

 

 

Alternative Academy settings to overcome previous 
barriers to learning and develop strategies to support 
any anxieties they may have about returning to a 
mainstream education.  

We wish Oliver, Alfie and Tyler all the best for the 
future and look forward to hearing about their 
ongoing progress! Don’t they look smart! 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Day is now a popular annual event in the Springwell calendar and it gives us all 

an opportunity to give something back to the community and have fun at the same time. 

This year we spread ourselves far and wide around Barnsley and volunteered in places 

including Darfield Church, Cannon Hall, The Salvation Army, Oakwell Football Stadium, The 

Grove Care Home and that’s just to name a few. It was a great day and it was brilliant to get 

so many positive comments about our hard work. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

The Spring concert was yet again a huge 

success. We were so proud to show off the 

talent and hard work of our pupils and also to 

have such willing participants.  30 Pupils in all 

volunteered to take part.  Well done, 

everyone!!! 

 

 

 

 

Scan the QR code to view 

our Spring Concert. 

 
 

Chocolatiers in the making at Dearne AA! 

Year 9, 10 and 11 students had an amazing opportunity to work with chocolate. 

Designing, planning and creating their very own products. 

Miss Carl who delivered the sessions showed learners how to create various 

yummy products using various chocolate moulds and an array of ingredients to 

add texture and flavour to their products. Students learnt about the process of 

chocolate from “bean to bar” and the importance of farming the cacao before it is 

then formed into the yummy, delicious, creamy chocolates you see on the 

supermarket shelves today. 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss Carl also brought in various cocoa pods that were grown on the 

island of St. Lucia and the raw ingredients for students to see and learn 

about the process. Students even thought of their own chocolate 

company and product names and they were all very creative and 

tempting!  

Students were engrossed by using various techniques as shown by Miss 

Carl to make bars, lollies and hand-piped buttons incorporating various 

flavours and textures using creative eye-catching ingredients. The fun 

part was to package their final products before then showcasing them 

to the rest of the group.  

 

 

 

 

 

On Tuesday 3rd July Springwell held its third Careers Morning.  Pupils from KS3 

and 4 and some pupils from our Alternative Academies visited different stalls, 

took part in activities and chatted to professionals about their futures.  There 

were lots of different further education and apprenticeship providers, 

including Barnsley College and Brathay  for pupils to chat to and get advice 

from.   

The army were there and put the pupils through their paces with some drills.  

The pupils loved it and it was great to see pupils from the Alternative 

Academies and school working together and showing great team work.  It was 

a very successful morning.  It is so important for pupils to start thinking about 

their futures and for them to aim high.  A massive thank you to Christine 

Britton and Tracey Moxen-Waddell for helping to organise the event and to all 

of the further education providers and the army who came. 

 



 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


